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       AUSTRALIA DAY 2009  

Australia Day was celebrated on Monday 26th January 2009 at the Southern Cross Oval. Children’s entertainment included 
mini golf and gladiator duel which proved a hit! Wa y Out West returned with an outdoor movie, funded b y the Shire of 
Yilgarn, however due to weather  conditions the who le movie could not be shown.. 
 

Prior to award presentation the Southern Cross Singing Group delighted listeners with 3 songs. The Premier’s Active 
Citizenship Award was awarded to Lyn Price for all her hard work in the community throughout the past 50 years. 
Achievement medallions were awarded to Kaye Unkovic h and Dean Bottomley recognising the effort they pu t into making 
this community what it is today. The format of this  function is open to public ideas and suggestions for 2010 contact Lorrae at 
the Shire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above: Children enjoying Gladiator Duel     Above: Kaye Unkovich, Lyn Price,  
          Cr Romolo Patroni & Dean Bottomley 

ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS 

In December 2008 the Minister for Regional Development, the Hon. Brendon Grylls MLA, announced the Royalties for Regions funding 
program and specifically the Country Local Government Fund (CLGF) allocation. 
 

Under the CLGF, and based upon the information supplied by the Minister at the launch of the CLGF, the following amounts per annum are 
expected to be received over the current term of the Government. 
 
 SHIRE OF YILGARN ALLOCATION           WEROC ALLOCATION  
 

   2008/09      $708,036        
  2009/10      $460,223           2009/10              $1,323,274 
  2010/11      $354,018           2010/11    $1,843,131 
  2011/12      $354,018           2011/12    $1,843,131 
  TOTAL $1,876,295           TOTAL   $5,009,536  
 

 
The CLGF will also allocate funds to Regional Local Governments for allocation based on regional priorities and projects. The Shire of 
Yilgarn is a member of the Wheatbelt East Regional Organisation of Councils (WEROC) and will have an opportunity to secure some of the 
funding allocation of $5,009,536 over the 3 year allocation period. 
 

Council at a Special meeting conducted on Wednesday, 4 March 2009 identified projects for expenditure of the first round of the 2008/2009 
funding totalling $708,036.  The allocated projects can be found on Council’s webpage on www.yilgarn.wa.gov.au by accessing the Council 
Minutes March 2009 Special Meeting page. 
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MINISTER ANNOUNCES LOCAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURAL REFO RM 

On the 5th of February 2009 the Minister for Local Government, John Castrilli MLA, announced his wide-ranging Lo cal 
Government Reform Strategies. As part of this, he has encouraged each local government within Western Australia to 
embrace the opportunity for voluntary amalgamations  to achieve much needed structural reform in this state. As part of 
this initiative, the Minister is also advocating ea ch council to have an elected member group of between six and nine. 
 

The Minister has advised that there has been widespread recognition for many years that our existing l ocal government 
structure, with 139 local governments, some of which have less than 200 electors, is not sustainable. 
 

The Minister has indicated the desired outcomes of structural reform is a strong sustainable local government. There are 
a range of benefits that will achieved through the reform process. 
 

 �       Increased capacity for local government to better plan, manage and deliver services to their communiti es 
    with a focus on social, environmental and economic sustainability.  
�        Increased capacity for local government to have adequate financial and asset management plans in place. 
�        Enhanced efficiency in the processing of planning, building and other licence applications made by bus iness 
    and the community.  
�        Greater ability to attract and retain staff includi ng the provision of further career development oppo rtunities 
    (re-order). 
�        Greater competition for positions on council and, i n conjunction with other reforms, potential for enh anced 
    governance capacity and 
�        Larger local governments with greater capacity to p artner with State and Federal Government, and the private 
    sector, to further improve services to communit ies. 

 

It is expected that while undertaking the process of exploring options for amalgamations, local govern ments will also 
identify appropriate regional groupings within whic h to work collaboratively to deliver community bene fits on a re-
gional basis. 
 

The Department of Local Government and Regional Development has produced Guidelines to assist Local Govern-
ments through the structural reform process and the y include the following information:-   

���       A timeline for the development of reform submission s; 
���       A checklist for local governments to assess their current situation as part of considering the type of  reform  
                  proposals that should be developed; 
���        A process for local governments to explore reform partners; 
���        A process for developing a Reform Submission; 
���        Options for engaging the community; and 
���        The required format of a Reform Submission. 
 

The Guidelines recommend a format for developing a Reform Submission which is to include a Council resolution of 
intent in relation to:- 

���        Amalgamation proposals; 
���        The proposed number of elected members; 
���        Details on the appropriate regional grouping of loc al governments; 
���        A completed Local Government Reform Checklist; and 
���        A timeline for implementation of reform. 
 

The Minister has requested that each local government complete and return the Local Government Reform Checklist to 
the Local Government reform Steering Committee for its information by Thursday, 30 April 2009.   

The second stage of the Reform process is the requirement for Council to provide its clear intent on a malgamation and 
reduction of elected member numbers to between six and nine by 31 August 2009.  The work undertaken to date with 
the Shire of Westonia in the development of an MOU and “Plan for the Future of the Districts” provides  both Shires 
with the opportunity of progressing Reform to the n ext level should both Councils be supportive of pro gressing the re-
form agenda further.   

Comments from residents in relation to the above pr ocess are encouraged and to obtain further information regarding 
the process, residents can contact Mr Peter Clarke on 90491001. 



- 3 - 

 

ROADWORKS & RESERVES 
UPDATE 

The following works have been completed from Decemb er  2008 through to March 2009: 
 
Frog Rock Marvel Loch Road  3.2 Kilometre of existing gravel sheeting has been completed.  
 

Emu Fence Road   8 Kilometres of gravel sheeting has been completed 
 

Burbidge Road    3.5  Kilometres of gravel overlay has been completed   
 

West Corinthia Road    2 Kilometres of gravel overlay has been completed. 
 

Southern Cross South Road   1.5 Kilometres of gravel overlay has been completed 
 

Footpaths:    180 Meters of concrete dual-use pathway has been completed on the east  
     side of Antares Street from Canopus Street through to Centaur Street. 

 “PLAN FOR THE FUTURE OF THE DISTRICTS” 
 
Since the signing of the above Plan and Memorandum of Understanding in October 2008, which committed the Shires of Yilgarn and Wes-
tonia on a path of recognising mutual benefits that can be gained through a co-operative approach in resource sharing opportunities, work 
has begun on achieving a number of the strategies and actions contained within the Plan. 
 
Staff from both Shires have met on a number of occasions to further develop the actions and provide the appropriate advice to both Coun-
cils. 
 
Since the development of this initiative by both Shires, a recent announcement by the Minister for Local Government and Regional Devel-
opment, the Hon. John Castrilli MLA, on  Local Government Structural Reform has somewhat changed the course of the original Plan. 
However, both councils are still committed to progressing the plan. 
 
Residents can obtain  a copy of the MOU and Plan by accessing Council’s webpage at www.yilgarn.wa.gov.au   
 
 
 
 

SHIRES OF YILGARN AND WESTONIA 

SOUTHERN CROSS SPORTS AND RECREATION PRECINCT 

PROJECT UPDATE 
 
In February 2009 the Prime Minister, the Hon Kevin Rudd MP, announced as part of the Australian Governments second stimulus package, 
an additional allocation of $500 million, over and above the original $50 million that was previously announced under the Regional and 
Local Community Infrastructure Program – Strategic Projects. 
 
A very narrow timeframe was afforded to Local Governments to submit funding submissions and as Council had undertaken much of the 
preparatory works associated for the  project, it considered that it would be advantageous to submit an allocation for funds for the Southern 
Cross Recreation Precinct Redevelopment Project. A comprehensive submission was prepared with Council seeking a grant allocation of $4 
million for the $5.5 million project.  Council is now awaiting advice from the Government as to whether its funding application has been 
successful. 
 
If the above funding application is unsuccessful, Council will need to re-assess the project and look at other funding opportunities. 
 



Who 
To Contact? 

 

Antares Street, PO Box 86,  
Southern Cross WA  6426 

Ph: 08-9049 1001; Fax: 08-9049 1429 
E-mail: yilgarn@yilgarn.wa.gov.au 
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ANZAC DAY 2009 

 

A reminder to all Yilgarn residents on Saturday the 
25th of April there will be a dawn service at 6am 

followed by the 11am service, both at memorial hill, 
Antares St. Light lunch and refreshments will be 
served after at the Senior  Citizen's 

Centre. 

 
Chief Executive Officer  

 Peter Clarke 
 

Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
 Adam Seiler 

 
Manager of Environmental Health  

& Building Services 
 Wendy Dallywater 

 
Manager of Works 

Robert Bosenberg 
 

Works Supervisor 
Noel Teale 

 
Senior Finance Officer 

Megan Butcher 
 

Rates Officer 
Joanne Guerini 

 
Administrative Services Officer 

Lorrae Ballinger 
 

Receptionist 
Tara Johnson 

 
Southern Cross Telecentre Coordinator 

 Ronice Blair 
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